
Whooping Cough – 
What you need to know

What is whooping cough?

Whooping cough (also known as pertussis) is a bacterial infection 
of the lungs and breathing tubes. It causes coughing and difficulty 
breathing after a coughing bout. Coughing can cause babies to  
turn blue or grey. It spreads very easily and can be extremely serious.  
Some babies will become very unwell and need to go to hospital.

There are more babies catching whooping cough at the moment. Babies 
who are too young to start their vaccinations are the most at risk. 

How can you protect 
your baby?

While you are pregnant, you can have 
the whooping cough vaccination. This 
is the best way to protect your baby 
from getting whooping cough.

Your baby can have their own whooping 
cough vaccination when they are 8  
weeks old. The vaccination you have when 
you are pregnant protects your baby in 
the first 8 weeks of their life, until they 
can have their own.

You can have the whooping cough  
vaccine when you are 16 weeks pregnant 
up until you are 32 weeks pregnant.  
Having your vaccination at any time 
during your pregnancy offers  
good protection for your baby.

It is important  
to be vaccinated  
every time you  
are pregnant.

Where to get your 
vaccination

It is easy to get your vaccination. 

You can have the whooping cough 
vaccine at:

•	 your GP practice
•	 when going for scans
•	 other antenatal  

appointments. 

Drop-in clinics are also 
available. 

There is no need to  
book an appointment  
at these clinics.  
Speak to your midwife 
about when and  
where they are.

Talk to your  
midwife or GP to  
get vaccinated.

For more information, visit staffsstokeics.org.uk/whooping-cough-vaccine/

https://staffsstokeics.org.uk/your-health-and-care/covid-19/vaccine-advice-for-pregnant-women/whooping-cough-vaccine/



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		P002595_(620)_SSOT Whooping Cough Fact Sheet_v5_AC.pdf






		Report created by: 

		User03


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


