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Adopter Medicals


CCG Recommendations for Adult Health (AH) medicals

Thank you for your continued efforts to transform your services to support your patients during the COVID-19 pandemic. Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent adoption panels are continuing to approve adoptive parents and place children without delay despite the current restrictions. GPs have previously completed AH assessments for patients registered with their practice. Adopter medicals are a statutory requirement for Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent’s adoption services, this plays a vital part of the adoption process and should remain a priority for GPs and LAC Health services.  There is compelling evidence that delayed or missed opportunities of permanence can significantly affect a child’s emotional development.

GPs can use their discretion when deciding whether a face-to-face physical examination is necessary. In many cases this can be undertaken in the normal way, but it will also be acceptable for the GP to have a virtual consultation with the applicant where it is deemed appropriate. The GP can complete part C of the AH form in the usual way and report whether this was a virtual or face-to-face consultation. Any limitations of this type of consultation, along with the rationale, should be clearly documented in the records for audit purposes post pandemic.  The AH form will be sent to the medical advisor in the usual way for recommendation to adoption panels. 
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