


GOOD PRACTICE
KEY POINTS

Child Protection Medicals 







Working with Parents / Carers
· Parents /carers should be asked to consent to a Child Protection Medical.
· Parents / carers should be asked to attend the Child Protection Medical.
· Parents / carers should be asked how the injuries have occurred, what happened? And when? Do they believe that someone has harmed their child? if so who and how? Or what do they know? 
· \If the child is of age to share their account, what are they saying about their injuries? 
· Parents / carers / children (if of age and understanding) should be given an explanation as to why a Child Protection Medical is being requested and why it is important that they agree and are involved.  They should also be advised what a Child Protection Medical is, that it is part of a child protection investigation and that there are concerns regarding the injuries the child has, that medical advice is required and for the child’s injuries to be assessed by a doctor.
· Parents / carers to be offered the leaflet explaining what a Child Protection Medical is.
· If parents refuse to give consent parents/carers should be advised that this is not considered in the best interests of their child, would give cause for concern and ask parents/carers to consider why they would not wish for their child to have their injuries checked which could mean they receive medical attention if needed.
· If parents / carers continue to refuse to consent to a Child Protection Medical advice that you will need to discuss this with your Team Manager and the police.

Working with Paediatricians.
· It is important that the Paediatrician is included in the strategy discussion and any follow up strategy discussion / meeting (even if this is a separate call to the paediatrician), it is important that they are informed of the children’s and parents/carers social care history, and worries, safeguarding concerns, current or previous CP planning, child in care history and not just the presenting situation and the injuries the child has.
· The Paediatrician will ask the following questions / will want to know the following information
· If there are marks on the child – Ask the social worker what the story is and has the person who is responsible for this been asked how it has happened ?  or are there any witnesses to the incident ?
· Is the person with PR coming for the medical? If not is there any way of us contacting them by telephone to gain their consent – we cannot take consent by proxy 
· Are the family or the child known to social care?
· Brief History for the medical required.
· What does the social worker want answering by having a medical completed? So for example, ascertain whether the explanations given by the parents / carers are plausible explanations for the injuries the child is presenting with, are the injuries believed to be accidental or non-accidental in nature, or are there any organic reasons for the injuries, does the child require any medical treatment/ intervention, do they require admission into hospital, is the child well? Is long term neglect having an impact on the child’s health?
· If the CP medical need to be delayed until following morning and there are any safeguarding concerns regarding the overnight situation this needs to be discussed as part of the strategy discussions with the paediatrician and involved professionals. This risk of leaving overnight need to be discussed and known.
· For Neglect concerns – Strategy discussions with paediatricians may involve which health professional is best to see the child or whether a CP medical is required.
· A child protection medical cannot ‘treat’ a child for injury or illness, as such any need for medical intervention must take priority.  A paediatrician may advise that a child needs to be seen by A&E in the first instance for example.  

Children being discharged from Hospital

· If the child is in Hospital please ensure that a Discharge planning meeting takes place with Paediatrician /Hospital, this may also be a follow up strategy meeting to agree next steps, confirm medical opinion regarding injuries of the child
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