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Health Contribution to Child Protection Conferences Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent 

Health Contribution 
It has been a long standing expectation that public health nurses, Health Visitors and School Nurses will attend Child Protection Conferences and be the representative for “health”. However, over recent years the public health offer has significantly reduced and therefore HVs and SN’s are not able to attend all CP Conferences. 
This has created a gap in “health” attendance at all initial and review conferences. Therefore the health economy have produced this position statement to clarify and confirm “health” position in relation to attendance at CP conference.
Working Together 2018 states that “Following section 47 enquiries, an initial child protection conference brings together family members (and the child where appropriate), with the supporters, advocates and practitioners most involved with the child and family, to make decisions about the child’s future safety, health and development. If concerns relate to an unborn child, consideration should be given as to whether to hold a child protection conference prior to the child’s birth.” 

Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Health Economy consists of 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent CCGs 
General Practitioners 
Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 
University Hospital of North Staffordshire 
University Hospital of Derby and Burton 
North Staffordshire Combined Healthcare NHS Trust 
The above organisations provide all NHS services across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent. 

Current offer to CP Conferences 
One of the challenges for multi-agency working within the CP arena is that not all children and young people or their parents and carers are open cases to “Health” professionals other than the GP. Therefore some CP conferences will not have any health representation other than a report from the GP. The below sets out when partners can expect health contribution to a CP conference. 

General Practitioners 
GPs submit a report to all CP conferences. They are in a key position as they are the central document holders of the health records, with other health providers writing to GP’s after a patient contact. Unfortunately for a review conference it is not routine practice for GP’s to be  invited however  GPs are sent minutes from the review conference and these are filed on both child records and all household members have an alert on their records so it is clear there is a child on a CP plan living in the household.
When an invitation to case conference is sent to the GP practice, it is accompanied by a template which covers all household members, chronologies for consultations, and flagging risk markers. This is not CCG contracted activity but represents best practice if the GP is unable to attend the conference.
The forms are regularly audited for quality assurance purposes and examples of well completed informative templates and poorly completed less informative templates have been disseminated to GP’s to assist learning, and hopefully improve quality.

Midlands Partnership NHS Foundation Trust staff will attend or submit a report to CP conference under the following circumstances. 

Staffordshire 
•	If the Child is under 5
•	If the YP is in school 
•	If YP is open to CAMHS 
•	If YP is open to Allied Health Professionals i.e. speech and Language Therapist 
•	If the parent is known to adult mental health services 
•	Where appropriate paediatricians will attend or submit a report following a CP medical

Stoke on Trent 
•	If the child is under 5 
•	If the YP is in school and has an identified health need ( Vulnerable Child assessment completed on all children prior to initial CP conference to determine health need)
•	If YP is open to Allied Health Professionals i.e. Speech and Language Therapist

University Hospital of North Staffordshire 
•	All unborn conferences where midwifery service is provided by UHNM
•	Where appropriate paediatricians will attend or submit a report following a CP medical

University Hospital of Derby and Burton 
•	All unborn conferences where midwifery service is provided by UHDB 

North Staffordshire Combined Healthcare NHS Trust 
•	If the YP is open to CAMHS 
•	If the parents or carers are open to adult mental health services. 

Therefore the position of Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Health economy is that all CP conferences will receive a report from a GP however not all CP conferences will be attended by a health outside of the circumstances identified in this paper. 
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