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[bookmark: _Hlk53986000]GUIDANCE FOR THE SAFE DEDUCTION OF “GHOST” CHILDREN FROM THE PRACTICE LIST

What to do in the event that it is suspected that a child is no longer in area but has not registered with another GP

NEED FOR THE GUIDANCE:
· This may come to light through non-attendance for immunisations or a task from the public health nurses.
· There is a danger that these children can become missing and without any primary care support 
· Instruction from NHSE is that not deducting children from practice lists when our investigations lead us to believe they have left the area/country could in itself lead to harm

POINTS TO NOTE:

1. This is intended as a guide only, the final decision on whether to deduct a child from the practice list remains the responsibility of the Practice
2. This guidance should only be followed after the following actions have been taken:
· Records of child and family members have been reviewed to see if there is documented evidence that the child has moved out of area e.g. abroad.
· The NHS Digital Spine has been checked to establish if the child is registered elsewhere in the UK.  
· Practice has sent a validation letter to the home address and waited a period of 1 month for a reply (or as per Practice’s deduction policy or protocol).
3. Exercise extra caution if there is a safeguarding alert on the child’s records
4. Consider what proof you have to believe that they have “moved on”
5. Look at the records of each member of the family
6. Do not deduct any children without consulting other agencies. These agencies include:
· Health Visitor
· School Designated Safeguarding Lead
· School Nursing Team
· Children Missing from Education Service (*insert local area phone number and email address)
· Children’s Advice and Support Service (CASS)
· East/West Midlands Police - telephone 101
· CCG Safeguarding Team (Insert CCG generic email address/ phone number)
· Local Authority Housing
· Immigration/ Border Force


The following actions should be taken:

1. After completing the attached table, if you are still not confident in deciding whether to remove them from the Practice list or not then have a conversation with a member of the CCG Safeguarding Team.
2. If keeping them on, put a note / alert on their records potentially as a vulnerable child, add free text explaining possibly not obtainable/out the country etc.  
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