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	WHO CAN CONSENT FOR LAC?

	CARE ORDER
	TYPE OF MEDICAL TREATMENT
	WHO CAN CONSENT? WHO HAS PR?

	Full care order (placing the child in the care of the local authority until the age of 18)
	*Elective procedures 
** Emergency procedures
	Shared parental responsibility between the parent(s) and local authority, but the local authority can override the decision of the parents. 
(contact child’s social worker if in working hours; contact duty social worker if out of hours)

	Interim care order (a temporary order made by the court before a final care order is granted) 
	Elective procedures

Emergency procedures 
	Shared parental responsibility between the parent(s) and local authority, but the local authority can override the decision of the parents. 
(contact child’s social worker if in working hours; contact duty social worker if out of hours)

	Special guardianship order (where adoption is not appropriate).
	Elective procedures
Emergency procedures
	Guardians, but the Local authority still should be kept informed so they are fully aware.  
Look at the copy of the court order (if available) to see if there are any limitations placed upon PR.

	Section 20 (where the local authority provide accommodation for the child only)
	Elective procedures
Emergency procedures
	Parents 

	Placement order (a court order which places a child for adoption with the prospective adopters).
	Elective procedures
Emergency procedures 
	Shared parental responsibility with the local authority, adoption agency, birth parents and adoptive parents, but the local authority can override the decision of the parents.
(contact child’s social worker if in working hours; contact duty social worker if out of hours)

	Police protection order/ Emergency protection order
	Elective procedures

Emergency procedures
	Parents.

Parents - If parents are not contactable medical investigations and treatment need to be undertaken in the best interest of the child. 

	Adoption order
	
	Adoptive parents - once adoption order is final. 



*Elective procedures: Medical and dental treatment/appointments, routine blood tests, lumbar puncture, immunisations, surgeries/procedures with general anaesthetics.  Contact the child’s social worker during daytime hours. The social worker may need to seek authorisation from a senior manager. 
**Emergency procedures/ procedures out of hours: Blood tests, blood transfusion, lumbar puncture, administration of IV antibiotics. Where practically possible, contact the emergency duty social worker for consent to undertake investigations. The social worker may need authorisation from a senior manager. Investigations and medical treatment should not be delayed whilst obtaining consent. 
In life threatening and emergency situations consent should still be obtained for emergency procedures where possible, but this should not delay appropriate patient management/ investigations and medical treatment.  If it is not possible, then proceed under best interest decision making to do what is reasonable in all of the circumstances for the purpose of safeguarding and promoting the child’s welfare.
Young person 16 – 17y: are presumed to be capable of consenting to their own medical treatment; however, persons with PR could also give consent.
Young person 16 – 17y: who lack capacity to consent: follow advice in the table above as PR remains in place until the age of 18.  If there is disagreement as to the treatment then contact legal services as the Court may need to resolve any dispute.
Young person < 16y: and deemed to be Gillick competent:  can consent, but so can a person with PR (see table above). If there is disagreement as to the treatment then contact legal services as the Court may need to resolve any dispute.
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